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Linguistics Strategy Group Meeting 
Monday 15th May 2006
Update

The group met for the final time this academic year on 15th May 2006. Key items discussed at this meeting were:
	HESA Statistics
	Strategic initiatives to recruit more linguistics students 
	Making the case for Linguistics


The main outcomes of the discussion were as follows:
	The Subject Centre has just ordered statistics for 2003/4 so it will be possible to monitor the latest numbers registered for a degree in the subject. The statistics will be made available once they have been analysed.
	The Group discussed an updated version of the Subject Centre’s Why Study Linguistics presentation (http://www.llas.ac.uk/linguistics.aspx" http://www.llas.ac.uk/linguistics.aspx). It was felt that this needed to be more like the new Why Study Languages materials that the Subject Centre has produced which contains quizzes, interesting facts about languages, information about university study and comments from students. The Group felt that the presentation should contain information about language that young people might be interested in and a recent book Limits of Language contains much of this type of material. The book’s author has given permission to use material for the presentation and the Subject Centre has offered some funding to develop it. A draft version should be presented at the next meeting of this Group.

The work of the National Association for Gifted and Talented Youth was also discussed as this organisation funds events and summer schools for young people. It was felt that Linguistics would be a good topic as it is not currently taught in schools and will present a new field for students gifted in a range of subjects. 
Finally it was noted that the DFES is very keen to promote language awareness and that it would be worth approaching some of the literacy strategy leaders
	Public perceptions of Linguistics are, this Group feels, not easy to gauge as although Linguistics topics are popular in the media e.g. BBC Voices project, the discipline itself is not always mentioned or understood. A statement addressing this lack of understanding has been drafted by the Group Chair and will be circulated to appropriate public bodies and can be used to inform press releases for key events etc. One such event has been organised by Patricia Ashby (Westminster). This event featuring David Crystal (on pronouncing Shakespeare) and Malcolm Coulthard (on forensic linguistics) takes place on 23rd June 2006 see http://www.wmin.ac.uk/sshl/page-2089


Full minutes of this meeting can be found at: www.llas.ac.uk/linguistics


