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SUBJECT CENTRE FOR LANGUAGES, LINGUISTICS AND AREA STUDIES

SOUTHAMPTON ADVISORY GROUP

Minutes of the meeting held on 

21 November 2005

in Room 1089, Building 65, Avenue Campus

Present: George Blue (Chair) (GMB),Angela Gallagher-Brett (AGB), Liz Hudswell (EJH), Professor Mike Kelly (MHK), Professor Mike Grenfell (MG), Jackie Rafferty (JR),  Adam Warren (AW), Alison Dickens (AD), Vicky Wright (VW), Jane Copeland (Minutes Secretary) (LJC).

	
	
	ACTION

	1.0
	Apologies for Absence
	

	1.1
	GB opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and noted that apologies for absence had been received from Professor Caroline Thomas, Dr Clare Mar Molinero, Dr Bill Brooks (WMB) and Kate Richards (KR), JC (attending Soton Employability Group mtg)
	

	
	
	

	2.0
	Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising from the Minutes
	

	2.1
	5.4  The report on how e-learning is used/abused around the LASS Faculty referred to here was circulated to a few staff only.
	

	2.2
	5.7  The meaning of the paragraph was not completely clear but the meeting agreed to let it stand.
	

	2.3
	The minutes were then accepted as an accurate record of the meeting.
	

	2.4
	3.1 External Examiners

AGB and VW will be attending the Subject Centre Languages Specialist Group meeting on 24 November 05 and they will raise this matter then.
	AGB/VW

	2.5
	3.2 Student Ambassadors Scheme 

EJH reported that the Subject Centre submitted a bid to the Sutton Trust to run a series of workshops but the bid was not successful.

However, the Subject Centre is carrying out work on behalf of the DfES which comprises mapping out the outreach activities currently running.

She also reported on the follow-up meeting with the DfES in September 05 during which implementation of the recommendations from Hilary Footitt’s report was initiated.  The DfES has now appointed a new person to work in this area who is proving to be more proactive than her predecessor and the initiatives are going forward. 
	

	2.6
	3.3 Cooperation between the Subject Centre and the Centre for Learning and Teaching in the University (CLT).

AD reported that she has held discussions on online materials for P-CAP with John Klapper at the University of Birmingham who has produced materials for training new staff in languages.  The material is too dense in itself for direct adaptation to online materials but it may be possible to select elements from the material and turn them into learning objects which would be applicable across the sector.  AD will follow this up with John Klapper.

Discussion ensued about the possibility of the SC running another event for new staff.  Complaints about the P-CAP programme relate in the main to the fact that there is too much to do.  AW corroborated this and therefore the idea of using learning objects appears attractive since they can be used intermittently when time permits.

VW suggested that some of the SC’s Good Practice Guide articles could be reworked as learning objects.  JR reiterated that the HE Academy has encouraged SCs to become involved with the P-CAP scheme but the people on the scheme are in danger of becoming inundated with material to use.  It will therefore be necessary to know what those running the P-CAP courses need and also for the SC to determine what funds can be allocated to this work.  GMB suggested that the SC could take this project up with the HE Academy and AD added that perhaps they could be approached for funding.  AW felt that the ideal arrangement would be to have a central resource with specific items from each SC branching off it.
	AD

SC staff



	2.7
	3.5 European Credit Transfer Scheme.  

AD reported that having obtained the funding the SC attempted to set up an event, found a number of potential attendees but none of the speakers approached by the SC was able to make the chosen date.  She added that she will be meeting a member of the English Subject Centre on 22 Nov 05 to discuss this matter further and the SC is still planning to hold the event, probably in London to make it more accessible for the speakers.

JR said she would like to receive any information/papers arising from this event.  AD suggested that the event should be advertised throughout the subject network.


	AD

	
	
	

	3.0
	Working with colleagues at Southampton
	

	3.1
	Events programme – AD reported that the SC ran a very successful event on Personal Development Planning (PDP) in November 05 which included a presentation from Kirsten Söntgens of ML at Southampton University.
	

	3.2
	In relation to the research into attitudes to reading among students AD confirmed that a transition event will be held in conjunction with the Subject Centre for English.
	AD



	3.3
	Supporting the CETLs – ML at Southampton will be launching a survey into the use of multimedia technologies at the beginning of December on behalf of the Ulster CETL.

The SC successfully organised the launch of the SOAS CETL in October 05.
	

	3.4
	E-Learning Symposium – Kate Dickens is leading on this project.  The symposium will be held on 14 December 05 at New College.  Further advertising is necessary – possibly in the University’s Bulletin which is circulated weekly.
	KD



	3.5
	SCs working with Southampton University

A meeting was held on 03 Nov 05 between Professor Caroline Thomas and MHK/EJH (LLAS SC) and JR and Julia Waldman from the SWAP SC to discuss ways in which the SCs could work with the University.

It was agreed that the main line of action will be the Learning and Teaching Week in March 2006.  Representatives from both SCs will be meeting Denis Berthiaume from the CLT on 28 Nov 05 to discuss SC contribution.  Denis’s first big undertaking will be the ‘week’ in March and his aim is for it to be a celebration and innovation of activity across the University and to raise the profile of Learning and Teaching.  The idea is to work within one’s own Faculty.  AW advised the meeting about existing Learning and Teaching focal points in the University, i.e. the Learning and Teaching Group (which had intentionally been kept small), Learning and Teaching Deputy Heads and the L + T Forum which is looked after by Kevin Hoare in Professional Services.  VW thought the latter would be an appropriate forum for the SC to participate in and asked whether the SC could become involved in promoting it.  
	AD



	4.0
	Subject Centre Activity 05-06 – key areas
	

	4.1
	Events programme – AD explained that events were planned ahead but sometimes amendments had to be made to the programme.

She confirmed that events were recruiting quite well.  Area Studies events have not attracted so many participants in the past but great strides forward have been made in the past year.  

The Linguistics Specialist Group has seen a change of leadership and the group is not running so many events but is devoting time to analysing student numbers so plenty of activity is going on.

The Literary and Cultural Special Interest Group is very active and has undertaken a large study which was presented at its last meeting very successfully.

The Learning and Teaching Co-ordinating Group is also very good and additional people would like to join.  They would like to run an event in July 06.

An event entitled ‘Teaching Translation’ will be held in January 06 in conjunction with another institution.  This is proving to be a good inroad into meeting new contacts which is a positive aspect of collaboration with another institution but it is sometimes more difficulty to work with academics from the other institution who are inevitably very busy with their own work.

Information Day for Postgraduate Linquistics                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

This event has been postponed because the organiser could not make                  that date.  GMB enquired about provision for Postgraduates and AD replied that the SC has run 2 events similar to this one already and a new date will be found for this one.  The SC also offers Travel Bursaries as an encouragement to postgraduates to attend events.

The SC’s theme this year is ‘transition’.

AD felt that this could be realised through more than just running events, for example the English SC have recently produced a report on Transition relating to English Studies and would now like to produce one relating to English Language.  AD has suggested they add Linguistics to it.

Guest Speaker Fund
This fund is used to enable colleagues to run events.  AD suggested that this fund could be ‘advertised’ more around Southampton University.
	AD

AD

	4.2
	Reading Project 

AGB is currently writing up the report having received approx. 600 questionnaires from respondents.  The report looks at students’ attitudes to reading in a foreign language which seem to improve during the course of their degree.  Attitudes to literature, in particular poetry, seem to become more hostile during a 4-year course.  AGB and AD need to look at the students’ themselves and determine whether they are all ‘of the same type’.  Reasons for reading may not have so much to do with culture as with the desire to improve their language skills.  VW suggested including a question in the questionnaire asking whether or not they are studying literature.  AD said the data emerging seems to be more encouraging than they had expected.  Discussion followed about whether they are reading books, paper or media (ask Liz).

The report will be published soon in booklet form and online.  The Literature and Culture SIG had enquired about this and want the SC to analyse the data recovered.  AGB and AD will take this proposal back to the group for further discussion.  It was suggested that some of the things that emerge could form material for the transition theme.  VW stated finally that it would be interesting to know if foreign students are also reading or not.
	

	4.3
	Investigating longer term employability in the Humanities

JC was unable to attend this meeting so EJH reported on his behalf.

She stated that funds had been made available by the HE Academy to conduct a humanities-wide survey into the nature of employment in which former students were now engaged several years after graduating.  RA has been researching this and is now writing up her findings.  The report is due to be published in February 2006.

EJH also reported that Peter Forbes had visited the SC a few days before to discuss subject specific employability benchmarking statements.  Colleagues quizzed him as to what he would like included.  He wanted discussions with each discipline and to have a check list for graduates to work out what sort of skills they will have acquired. VW, EJH and AD confirmed that the survey will be published online.

AW mentioned that ‘Prospects’ - the University Careers Service – have  booklets and KR had agreed to make some available to the SC.  AW to investigate who produces them and report back to SC.


	

	4.4
	Interdisciplinary Learning and Teaching
Area Studies has led on this but several SCs are involved : Maths, Physics, Sciences.  They have made a bid to the HE Academy for funds to run a conference towards the end of the academic year and to write up case studies.
	

	4.5
	2006 Conference

EJH reported on this. The SC holds its conference biennially and the title this year is “Crossing frontiers : Languages and the International Dimension”.  It is being organised in partnership with CILT, UCML, AULC and SCHML and will be held in Cardiff on 06-07 July 2006.  The keynote speaker is Jane Davidson from the Welsh Assembly and there will also be a panel of employers.  The conference is shaping up well.
	

	4.6.
	‘Why study languages’ presentations

Materials are currently being developed.  Reports from Comenius have confirmed that Sixth Form is too late an age to target so the SC is now producing materials which can be used with Key Stage 3 – 11-14 year olds to inspire, motivate and give language enjoyment.  The materials will be presented on a CD entitled ‘Why Study Languages’ which can be purchased by schools.  Higher Education institutions will receive one free copy for use on open days.  The CD was very well received at the London Language Show in November 06.


	

	4.7
	AHRC Project

MHK reported that he had just been invited to lead a review of Research in Modern Languages.  This will take place over 6 – 9 months and they will be mapping research within ML with a view to recommending strategic priorities in the future.


	

	5.0
	Any Other Business and Date of Next Meeting
	

	5.1
	Membership of the Group

EJH posed 2 questions:

i. Are there any other divisions which should be represented in the group?

ii. Is there anything the group should do to enliven activity?

VW asked whether meetings should be more presentational?

AD said she had no objections to expanding the group.

GMB said he would contact KR and encourage her to come along (she has not yet been able to attend any meetings).

VW asked whether the Deputy Dean could replace Caroline Thomas who has been unable to attend.  There are 3 deputies – they could all be invited.

JR wished to record that she finds the meetings very useful as they are the only way for her to get an overview of what LLAS SC does.

MHK suggested a presentation could be held later in the year and be based on a particular activity i.e. the Reading Project.

The group also mooted the possibility of one of the two annual meetings being more of an open meeting.

GMB summed up by stating:

Members value the group as it is

Associate Deans to be offered membership of the group

Members to think about other ways of disseminating information about SC activity.
Involve KR – invite her to do a slot/presentation

JR – could also do a slot during the year.


	EJH/MHK

	5.2
	The next meeting will be held in May/June 2006.
LJC to find date. (Since the meeting the date for the next meeting has been fixed as 08 June 2006 – ljc)
	LJC
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