LINGUISTICS STRATEGY GROUP MEETING 

Friday 9th March 2007
Room B204, Bloomsbury Suite, BRUNEI GALLERY, SOAS
Minutes
1.
Apologies: Billy Clark (BC - LAGB), Sally Johnson (SJ - UCML)
Present: Doug Arnold (DA - LingSAG), Patrica Ashby (PA – BAAP) Alison Dickens (AD – LLAS), Dick Hudson (DH – LingSAG), Florence Myles (FM – AFLS), Paul Rowlett (PR – Chair), Marjorie Lorch (ML – Henry Sweet Society), Catherine Walter (CW – BAAL), David Willis (DW – PhilSoc)
2.
Minutes from last meeting: These were accepted as a true record of the meeting. Corrections:  replace Action: ??? with Action: PR
3.
Matters arising: 
AD reported that the agreement with HESA allows analyses to be published in a report and on the website.

PR reported that the NAGTY event will take place with Billy Clark and Graeme Trousdale (A level SIG member) in the summer. ML raised her concern that  NAGTY main remit appears to be to work with schools in deprived areas and that some schools are not aware that it exists. This is not stated on its website but she wondered if while not formally excluding schools not all schools are equally well informed about its activities. It is unclear if pupils at independent schools are included as this is a Dfes funded initiative. She suggested that this could affect recruitment for the Linguistics Summer School. It was agreed that there may be other sources of funding and/or initiatives that could be used as well as NAGTY. 
FM reported that AFLS support for the group is confirmed

4. 
QAA Benchmarking revision. The following revisions were presented to and accepted by the group.

Page 1: new figures for provision of linguistics (UCAS website)

Note to the effect that the revised document is substantially the same with only minor changes on page 1, 2 and 

Page 2: the revitalisation of endangered languages to be replaced by endangered languages as an area of study

Page 4: language death to be replaced by language endangerment and/or death

Page 5 section 3.2: new bullet -  the practicalities of organising and carrying out fieldwork.

Amendment to bullet 5 – addition of and fieldwork techniques in general
Page 8: Discipline-specific skills a) threshold and attainment statements should be swapped.
5.
HESA Statistics update (see attached)

Comments:

The figures indicate that numbers in Linguistics seem fairly stable.

Table 2 shows a steady increase. How this relates to increased numbers in HE needs exploring. 

 Course titles show that a great deal of small numbers of students on certain courses are included in linguistics.

It was observed that it is still not possible to trace students on courses which don’t use Q codes but which do include a substantial element of linguistics.

The issues of  department closures discussed (Sussex being the latest victim of this). It seems that many are being closed because they are small rather than because they are not recruiting well. This will lead to a situation in which big departments get bigger and small departments get smaller.
Summary: It is difficult to draw strong conclusions as the data is incomplete. No clear trend is identifiable. Some coding has changed but we know where that is e.g. Newcastle. What we can say is that the data is probably consistent over the years (with the exception of certain anomalies, e.g. Newcastle). Also there is no evidence against the impression that the subject is stable.
6.
Why study linguistics materials 

AD clarified who is the target audience. This will be school pupils (year 10/11 considering their A levels), A level students considering university, teachers, parents, careers officers. It is intended to be used by universities and schools in recruitment drives and for information. 

Feedack from Keith Brown who has been advising on content suggested that further information is needed to help non-academics to use the materials, e.g. to be able to say a bit more about child language acquisition. This could take the form of short pieces which need to be written for a non-academic audience. Keith has produced a few examples which the group felt need to be shorter and a little less academic. It was felt that someone with journalistic skills or a linguist who is used to writing for such an audience could be invited to help. Imperial College has expertise in mediating science to students. Alternatively a school-teacher could be approached or text book writer, e.g. Michael Swan.

Action: AD to send to group and to work with Keith to act upon comments etc. 
For piloting it was suggested that we use the English language teachers list which would direct people to a URL from which they could view the ppt.
Action: AD with advice from DH

7.
Press pack update
Update via email as BC was not present: I've agreed to work on it with a 2nd year Journalism and English Language student called Penny Boyce.

We'd like to ask for suggestions from other members of the group (Dick already emailed other members of the group) but will start by discussing the 'information architecture' and then draft some material to go along with what has already been prepared by other members of the group. The subject centre has agreed to pay Penny 50 pounds for this work. She is considering asking another student to work on it with her. If so, they will just share the agreed fee.

Action: Group members to send comments to AD and BC. BC to give Penny Boyce a working brief.
8.
Any other business and date of the next meeting
RAE update – PR circulated an analysis of the RAE scores by headcounts and submission for Linguistics. This compared Linguistics with everything in the M Panel in 2001. 

Page 1 Details the proportion of staff submitted receiving 5*, 5 or 4 ratings. It indicates that Linguistics is achieved a low score for 5* and 4 ratings and was about average for 5. It is not, therefore, comparing well with other subjects in the M Panel

Page 2 provides a breakdown of head counts and submissions. This shows that there were significantly fewer 4s awarded than in other subjects and it appears that potential 4s were put down into 3as. This has considerable consequences for funding.
The group thanked PR for his work on this and felt that some action should be taken to make these discrepancies known. It was felt that this had the potential to have a connection with closures of departments. If Linguistics is not achieving scores that carry funding this could affect jobs.

Action: PR to send figures to associations, to the THES and to Nigel Vincent, Chair of M Panel. 
Group membership. Clinical linguistics and phonetics association – this association needs to be included in this group. The contact is Nick Perkins @ Sheffield. Action: AD/PR
[Note: following the meeting DH did some further analysis of the RAE figures which are hereby attached]
Date of next meeting: Thursday 7th June 2007 at CILT, Covent Garden, London.
