Notes from the meeting of the LLAS Subject Centre Literature and Culture SIG held at CILT, the National Centre for Languages on 9 December 2005

Present:
Jenny Burns (University of Warwick); Rhian Davies (University of Sheffield); Alison Dickens (LLAS, Chair); David Frier (University of Leeds); Angela Gallagher (LLAS); Rachel Palfreyman (University of Nottingham); Chris Shorley (Queens University, Belfast)

1
Introductions

Welcome to new group members, Rachel and Chris.

2
Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from Debra Kelly (University of Westminster)

3
Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising

· Reading texts in translation

The Subject Centre is running a workshop on practical translation at the University of Swansea in January 2006.

A report on this event is available at: http://www.llas.ac.uk/events/llaseventarchiveitem.aspx?resourceid=2421
Discussion ensued on the range of undergraduate and postgraduate programmes that offer texts in translation.  CS reported that QUB receives many inquiries about European Literature in translation at postgraduate level but few institutions seem to offer these courses.  RP advised that the Russian and Slavonic Studies Department at Nottingham is developing a new programme in Eastern European Civilisations based on models offered by the Classics Department.  It is envisaged that that this course will run alongside traditional degree programmes in Russian and East European Studies.
Action

AD will contact the Subject Centre for History, Archaeology and Classics to inquire whether the model at Nottingham is common across the UK.  This has been done.
AD will contact the English Subject Centre about the availability of programmes in English departments offering texts in translation.  This has been done.  

· E Learning

AD described the current Subject Centre project on the development of learning objects.  LLAS has funds to commission materials to produce learning objects, some of which could be applied to the study of literature.  
Action

AD will update on the progress of this project at the next meeting of the Group in December 2006.

AD will contact the English Subject Centre to inquire on the progress of the English Subject Centre’s e learning projects (which were reported on by Jonathan Gibson at the meeting in 2004).  This has been done.
The minutes were agreed.
4
Reading Project
AGB distributed a report on the findings of the survey of undergraduates’ attitudes to reading.  The report is due to be published in the spring of 2006.  Members of the Group expressed particular concern about the transition of languages students from school to university.  
Action

AGB agreed to look for opportunities to disseminate the findings of the report.

In the event, the final report was published behind schedule in September 2006.  The project findings were disseminated at a reading skills seminar jointly organised by the University of Chester and the Subject Centre.  
The Subject Centre is currently organising a workshop on teaching language skills, which will include a session on reading in February 2007. 
The Subject Centre is also developing a qualitative project on issues of transition into HE Modern Languages, which will focus in more detail on specific findings from the reading survey.  AGB has carried out a literature review on this theme and will update at the next meeting of the Group.  
5 Date of next meeting

The next meeting of the Group will be held in London in December 2006. 
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