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Instructions for authors 

Début is published by the UK Subject Centre for Languages, Linguistics and Area 
Studies. We work to support teaching and learning in our subject areas.  

Début welcomes scholarly papers written by undergraduate students in 
languages, linguistics and area studies. Each paper is reviewed by two academics or 
postgraduate students with expertise in the subject of your paper. Papers could be 
based on dissertations, (including year abroad projects), class projects or your own 
independent research. All papers should reference appropriate existing scholarship. 
There is now a Facebook group for Début where you can discuss preparing your 
articles and ask questions. 

Début welcomes scholarly papers written by undergraduate students in 
languages, linguistics and area studies. Those who have graduated in the past 12 
months may also submit work. Each paper is reviewed by academics or postgraduate 
students with expertise in the subject of your paper. Papers could be based on 
dissertations, (including year abroad projects), class projects or your own independent 
research. All papers should reference appropriate existing scholarship. 

Papers (including references) should be 3000-5000 words and use the Harvard 
referencing style www.llas.ac.uk/resourcedownloads/3088/harvardcitations.pdf  The 
first page should include your name, postal and email addresses. Please include an 
abstract of up to 150 words. Your work should be submitted to the editor, John 
Canning by email at j.canning@soton.ac.uk in Microsoft Word (.doc) or Rich Text 
Format (.rtf). The language of the journal is English. Articles are considered for 
publication in Début on the understanding that they are not being considered for 
publication in any other outlet. 

If your paper requires the use of phonetic symbols, please consult the UCL 
Department of Speech, Hearing and Phonetic Sciences webpage UCL Department of 
Speech, Hearing and Phonetic Sciences webpage on the use of the International 
Phonetics Association (IPA) alphabet of phonetic symbols for the transcription of 
speech using computers. www.phon.ucl.ac.uk/resource/phonetics/ This will ensure 
that your paper can be read by the editor and the reviewers. 

Authors submit their work to Début on the understanding that the Subject 
Centre may publish their work online or in print form for non-commercial purposes. 
Authors retain the copyright to their work. It is the author's responsibility to ensure 
that permissions are obtained for objects that appear in the article, including 
screenshots, photographs, audio/video files and diagrams. 

Checklist 

Before submitting your article, please check the following: 

 Your article does not exceed 5000 words 
 If your article is based on a class essay or dissertation that all references to module 

number/ lecturer name etc. are removed 
 Your article does not include materials copyrighted to other people (this could 

include pictures and photocopies from other books/ articles) 
 That your references are formatted according to the Début style 
 That your article does not include any appendices 
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