Postgraduate language students in the UK (2006-07)



The data was collected by the Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) from their Student Records of individual enrolments at HE institutions. The data was analysed by CILT, the National Centre for Languages. 
· The number of PG language students recorded to HESA in 2006-07 was 6,600 relatively stable since 2003-2004
. 
· Postgraduate taught (60%) and research student (40%) enrolments across all years of study at all HE Institutions in the UK (not including PGCE students)

· In 2006/7, 49% of all postgraduate language students were UK domiciled, 22% Other EU and 29% from non-EU countries.

· Full Time (56% in 2006/7)and Part Time (44% in 2006/7) students
· Female (65%) and male students (35%)
· Using headcount measure where all students studying a language as a single, joint, major, minor or triple honours combination are included counted as 1. The majority of postgraduate students are following single honours courses.
· See Table 1 (p.2) for a regional breakdown of PG language students in the UK. Institution breakdowns are also available in a separate document.
· See Table 2 (p.3) for language breakdown of PG language students in the UK.
Data warnings

· The accuracy of the data depends on how individual institutions code and report their figures to HESA
· The data use headcount. 
· Note for the analysis by language in the tables on page 3 that a very high number of students are coded in the categories Other European and non-European languages which suggests that this code might be used in place of a specific language code, hence unfortunately the individual totals for each language may not adequately reflect the true numbers (i.e. be an under-representation of the true totals).

· All figures have been rounded according to the HESA rounding rules for published data.
Table 1: Trends in total postgraduate language students by region 2002/3 to 2006/7
	 
	2002-3
	%
	2003-4
	%
	2004-5*
	%
	2005-6
	%
	2006-7
	%

	North East
	222
	5%
	280
	4%
	206
	4%
	240
	4%
	267
	4%

	North West
	258
	5%
	267
	4%
	292
	6%
	319
	5%
	365
	6%

	Yorkshire & Humberside
	561
	12%
	772
	12%
	505
	10%
	786
	12%
	712
	11%

	East Midlands
	131
	3%
	156
	2%
	149
	3%
	141
	2%
	140
	2%

	West Midlands
	270
	6%
	373
	6%
	291
	6%
	366
	6%
	400
	6%

	East
	193
	4%
	236
	4%
	215
	4%
	231
	4%
	275
	4%

	London
	1170
	24%
	1640
	25%
	1074
	22%
	1798
	27%
	1707
	26%

	South East
	910
	19%
	962
	15%
	660
	13%
	929
	14%
	992
	15%

	South West
	395
	8%
	751
	12%
	764
	15%
	808
	12%
	752
	11%

	Wales
	184
	4%
	173
	3%
	196
	4%
	234
	4%
	248
	4%

	Scotland
	443
	9%
	593
	9%
	441
	9%
	568
	9%
	607
	9%

	Northern Ireland
	118
	2%
	147
	2%
	138
	3%
	135
	2%
	133
	2%

	Total
	4855
	100%
	6450
	100%
	4930*
	100%
	6555
	100%
	6600
	100%


* Note: Translation studies students are missing in the 2004-5 figures (potential total of around 1,300 PGs). 

In addition students following Other PG qualifications are missing from the 2004-5 figures (estimate of around 300-400 total).
Table 2: Student enrolment in languages
Over the past few years, postgraduate numbers have been rising for some languages and for others numbers are fairly constant or fluctuating. 

Languages (subjects) in decrease between 2002-03 and 2006-07: German, Japanese and South Asian Studies
Languages (subjects) in increase between 2002-03 and 2006-07: Portuguese, African Studies, Chinese Studies, Translation, Modern Middle Eastern Studies
	 
	2002-2003
	%
	2003-2004
	%
	2004-2005
	%
	2005-2006
	%
	2006-2007
	%

	Translation Study/Theory
	709
	15%
	1183
	18%
	1284
	21%
	1383
	21%
	1084
	16%

	Celtic Studies
	253
	5%
	363
	6%
	322
	5%
	329
	5%
	325
	5%

	French Studies
	422
	9%
	510
	8%
	400
	6%
	401
	6%
	445
	7%

	German Studies
	291
	6%
	309
	5%
	281
	4%
	286
	4%
	278
	4%

	Italian Studies
	136
	3%
	171
	3%
	163
	3%
	165
	3%
	191
	3%

	Spanish Studies
	270
	6%
	297
	5%
	304
	5%
	317
	5%
	361
	5%

	Portuguese Studies
	12
	0%
	24
	0%
	26
	1%
	36
	1%
	27
	0%

	Scandinavian Studies
	17
	0%
	15
	0%
	18
	0%
	18
	0%
	14
	0%

	Russian & Eastern  European Studies
	295
	6%
	357
	6%
	327
	5%
	338
	5%
	409
	6%

	Other European Languages
	1148
	24%
	1634
	25%
	1799
	28%
	1804
	28%
	1691
	26%

	Chinese Studies
	184
	4%
	223
	3%
	279
	4%
	283
	4%
	298
	5%

	Japanese Studies
	218
	4%
	199
	3%
	178
	4%
	243
	4%
	160
	2%

	South Asian Studies
	150
	3%
	134
	2%
	127
	2%
	127
	2%
	125
	2%

	Other Asian Studies
	38
	1%
	129
	2%
	140
	2%
	146
	2%
	163
	2%

	African Studies
	73
	2%
	119
	2%
	121
	2%
	149
	2%
	136
	2%

	Modern Middle Eastern Studies
	425
	9%
	531
	8%
	576
	9%
	576
	9%
	649
	10%

	Others Non-European Languages
	214
	4%
	252
	4%
	210
	3%
	210
	3%
	242
	4%

	Total
	4855
	100%
	6450
	100%
	6555
	100%
	6555
	100%
	6598
	100%
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� Translation studies students are missing in the 2004-5 figures (potential total of around 1,300 PGs). In addition students following Other PG qualifications are missing from the 2004-5 figures (estimate of around 300-400 total).
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