
Watching a film in a foreign language can be a rewarding and enjoyable experience. You can relax and focus on the general meaning rather than struggle to catch every detail. Try and keep going as long as you manage to figure out (even roughly) what the main ideas are. However, each film offers lots of opportunities to refine your language skills and to develop your cultural awareness.

If you find that your concentration flags after a while, take the following as suggestions of how you could work with the plot and the language presented in a more active way (try one or all of them). Being actively engaged (mentally) helps you to stay focused and provides opportunities to develop your language skills further. 

· Classify the film (thriller, comedy, love storyn etc.) and note the name of the film, name of director, principal stars, year of production etc.

· If you have access to a written review of the film, use it to: 

a) get a general idea of the film before watching it    and/or 

b) compare your own opinion with the one given in the

   review after watching it.

· To consolidate your understanding and practise your writing, write a review yourself. You may briefly comment on the plot, the characters, the setting, the script, the acting, the music, special effects etc. Don’t forget to include your own opinion of the film. You may also want to note down and learn a few expressions which are new to you. 

· Make notes on the main characters (name, age, personality, role, relation to other characters etc). You may want to stop the video now and again to give you more time to reflect and think about the individual people.

· Equally, make notes on the plot (location, possible conflicts, solutions, surprising twists etc). You don’t have to watch the whole film before you can do this. Take certain parts and work on them individually. You can also think if there is a particular message, or messages, that the director wants to get across – and whether s/he is successful in his/her aims.

· Remember: you don’t have to watch the film in one go. Split it over two/three days. You may find your notes helpful to remind yourself of what has happened so far.

· It is usually more enjoyable to watch a film with others. Why don’t you use the group watch facilities in SALC?  With others, you can:

· discuss the film (preferably in the foreign language!)

· exchange views on it

· make notes on other people’s opinions and contrast them to your own

· compare your notes and amend any details

· work on a particular task/aspect together (tasks set by lecturer or yourself)

Negotiating meaning by talking to others is extremely useful for your learning process. 
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You are welcome to make an appointment with the Learning Adviser if you wish to receive more individual advice on your language learning. Please send an email to e.c.leue@wmin.ac.uk or ring 020 7911 5000 ext. 2680.


