
The way you best learn new vocabulary will largely depend on what type of language learner you are; some people learn best with pictures and visual prompts, some by following rules and tables, whilst others prefer hearing new vocabulary and trying it out. Here are some suggestions for ways of storing new words and expressions:

· When you write down new words, make a note of what type of word it is, e.g. noun, adjective, verb etc. Try to put the new vocabulary into a sentence, as this helps you to remember it more easily in future.

· Make a note of the meaning of the new vocabulary. For example, you could write a similar word (synonym), or the opposite meaning (antonym). You could also write the equivalent in your own language, but be careful of ‘false friends’.

· If you learn better with pictures, you could draw the meaning of a word, e.g.

Tree – [image: image1.wmf]
· If you remember vocabulary easier by hearing them, read the words aloud while recording yourself. You can then listen to your tape whenever it is convenient (in the car, while doing the washing up, on the tube etc.).

· Make a note of word partnerships or word families: this involves building language around key words and also working on collocation, e.g.

economic
trend

growth
crisis

downturn

This is very useful when you are focusing on a particular group of words connected by a theme or topic, e.g. crime, money, the weather. You could try mindmapping vocabulary by using ‘spiderwebs’ (see below).



to be depressed
depressive
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Vocabulary building worksheets: You may find these formats particularly useful.

	Verb
	Adjective
	Noun

	to develop
	developed / -ing
	development

	a run-down area

an argument
	country, nation

economy
	the latest

an unexpected


	Expression
	Example
	Meaning in my language

	attendre (verbe)
	J’attends le bus depuis 15 minutes!
	to wait for

N.B. NOT to attend!!

	besetzt (adj.)
	(Am Telefon): Es ist besetzt.

Die Toilette ist besetzt.

Der Stuhl ist leider besetzt.
	engaged

occupied

taken

	estar harto de (v)
	Estoy harto de comer siempre lo mismo.
	estar cansado de

to be fed up with





unemployment
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You are welcome to make an appointment with the Learning Adviser if you wish to receive more individual advice on your language learning. Please send an email to e.c.leue@wmin.ac.uk or ring 020 7911 5000 ext. 2680.


