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Project 10: Pragmatics

Task 1: Speech acts

Find examples of requests, apologies, and greetings in your mother tongue and your informant’s language. Give a precise descrition of the situation in each case (place, participants, relationship between participants, topic of conversation, intonation, etc.)

Requests:

In your language: .............................................................................................................

Situation: .........................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... In your informant’s language: .........................................................................................

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

Situation: .........................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Apologies:

In your language: .............................................................................................................

Situation: .........................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... In your informant’s language: .........................................................................................

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

Situation: .........................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Greetings:

In your language: .............................................................................................................

Situation: .........................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... In your informant’s language: .........................................................................................

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

Situation: .........................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

What differences did you find?

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Task 2: Politeness and levels of formality

Turn the next utterances into complete requests. Then put them in order of politeness by ranking the most polite No 1, and the second most polite 2, and so on. Think about the people you would use these requests with. Ask you informant, how they would phrase the same request to the same people in thier language and write their utterances down. Do notforget tpo gloss each one.

Alright if I ......................................................................................................................?

Your informant’s request: ..............................................................................................?

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

D’you mind if I ..............................................................................................................?

Your informant’s request: ..............................................................................................?

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

I hope you don’t mind, but would it be at all possible for me to ....................................

........................................................................................................................................?

Your informant’s request: ..............................................................................................?

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

I thought I might ............................................................................................................?

Your informant’s request: ..............................................................................................?

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

I wonder if I could possibly ...........................................................................................?

Your informant’s request: ..............................................................................................?

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

I’d like to .........................................................................................................................

Your informant’s request: ...............................................................................................

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

I’m going to .....................................................................................................................

Your informant’s request: ...............................................................................................

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

Is it alright if I ...............................................................................................................?

Your informant’s request: ..............................................................................................?

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

Would it be alright if I ...................................................................................................?

Your informant’s request: ..............................................................................................?

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

Would you mind if I ......................................................................................................?

Your informant’s request: ..............................................................................................?

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

You and your informant should think about the following things when completing and ranking these requests and giving the equivalent expressions in the other language:

· the hearer’s power over the speaker

· the familiarity of the speaker with the hearer

· the extent of the imposition and the inconvenience of the request caused to the hearer
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