Linguistic Description @ Dr Szilvia Papp

University of Portsmouth School of Languages and Area Studies

2002/2003

HEMIS # :__________________________


Project 9: Pragmatics

Task 1: Discourse completion tests

After completing the following situations in your mother tongue, ask your informant to complete them in their mother tongue. For this, you might have to translate the situations into their language. Do not forget to gloss your informant’s words into English!

You are having trouble getting the computer printer to work. The man behind the desk in the computer room seems to be busy, but you need to give in your assignment in 10 minutes.

You: .................................................................................................................................

 .........................................................................................................................................

Your informant: ...............................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

Your course-leader has asked you, as course representative, to tell your classmates that students are not allowed to eat and drink in classrooms. As you enter the room to tell them, everyone is eating and drinking.

You: .................................................................................................................................

 .........................................................................................................................................

Your informant: ...............................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

In your hall of residence, the student next door, who you don’t know very well, is playing music very loudly. You can’t study and so you go and knock on the door.

You: .................................................................................................................................

 .........................................................................................................................................

Your informant: ...............................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

You and your friend are working on an assignment together. You think he/she is wrong about some point and that you know the correct answer.

You: .................................................................................................................................

 .........................................................................................................................................

Your informant: ...............................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................

What differences did you find between the level of directness/indirectness in the two languages?

Discussion:..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................…………………….....................................................……..............................................................................................................................………………..

Task 2: Speech acts

Ask your informant to give examples of indirect speech acts which would carry the same illocultionary force as the utterances below:

Some students are talking loudly during a lecture. The lecturer turns to them and says:

I suggest you stop talking and pay attention.

Your informant’s version: ...............................................................................................

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

Your lecturer has failed you on one of the assignments. When you go for a tutorial, she says:

You might want to have a look at this book.

Your informant’s version: ...............................................................................................

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

You are seriously overdrwan. You phone up your bank, hoping that you could arrange an overdraft with them.

I wonder if I could arrange for an overdraft on my current account.

Your informant’s version: ...............................................................................................

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................

You have just listened to your friend argue that he/she could not complete her part of the assignment that you are working on, because of family problems.

Fair enough. Could you finish it by the end of the week then?

Your informant’s version: ...............................................................................................

Gloss: ...............................................................................................................................
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