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Project 8: Pragmatics

Task 1: Presupposition-triggers (see Levinson 1983:181-185)

See which presupposition-triggers exist in your target language:

1. Definite expressions (the man with two heads)

2. Factive verbs (regret, be aware, realise, be odd, know, be sorry / proud / indifferent / glad / sad that, etc.)

3. Implicative verbs (managed, forgot, happened to, avoided –ing)

4. Change of state (stop, begin, continue, start, finish, carry on, cease, leave, enter, come, go, arrive, etc.)

5. Iteratives (again, anymore, return, another time, come back, restore, repeat, for the nth time)

6. Verbs of judging (accuse, criticise, etc.)

7. Temporal clauses (before, while, since, as, during, after, whenever, etc.)

8. Cleft and pseudo-cleft sentences 

9. Implicit clefts with stressed constituents

10. Comparisons and contrasts

11. Non-restrictive relative clauses

12. Counterfactual conditionals

13. Questions
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Task 2: Indirect speech acts 

Translate with the help of your informant the different versions of ‘close the door’ (see Levinson 1983:264-265), and see which ones have a rough natural equivalent and which other ways of expressing the same thing exist in your informant’s language.

	English
	Your informant’s language, which is ……….
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