Linguistic Description @ Dr Szilvia Papp

University of Portsmouth School of Languages and Area Studies

2002/2003

HEMIS # :__________________________


Project 7: Pragmatics

Task 1: Person deixis

What are the features that are used in your informant’s language to distinguish between personal pronouns? In English the grammatical features are person [1st, 2nd, 3rd], number [+/- singular] and gender [+/-male].

Discuss your findings here: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Task 2: Place deixis

Find out from your informant whether in their language the same distinction is made as in English between here and there and yonder (over there), come and go, bring and take, especially in expressions such as:

You can never tell who will turn up.

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

I met this weird guy the other day.

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

Now, that’s not what I said.

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

Hello, is Harry there?

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

There we go.

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

I’m coming.

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

I came over several times to visit you, but you were never there.

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

What differences did you find?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Task 3: Social deixis

What features are used in your informant’s language to show respect or intimacy towards the addressee? You might explore morphological changes, special pronouns, honorifics or titles of address (sir, ma’m, mate, sonny, your honour, hey, oi), particles, intimacy markers, special vocabulary or even changes in prosody, etc.

Give specific examples and discuss your findings here:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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