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Project 4: Semantics

Task 1: Metaphors

Find out the equivalents of the following metaphors in your informant’s language. What is the basis of these metaphors? (They describe things in terms of what?) …………………………………………….

	English
	In your informant’s language, which is ………………………………………….

	mother-tongue
	

	mother earth
	

	fatherland
	

	blood brother
	

	mother ship
	

	necessity is the mother of invention
	

	
	

	
	


Task 2: More metaphors

Can you think of another set of related metaphors in English and their possible equivalents in your informant’s language? Write them in the box below.

What is the basis of this group of metaphors? ……………………………………….

	English
	In your informant’s language

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Task 3: Conceptual metaphors

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Conceptual metaphors have been used to explain the workings of emotions such as anxiety, anger, happiness, lust, as well as morality, sex, immigration. In describing women, different languages choose from metaphors based on either animals, foods, objects, plants, or products. Think of any expressions in English which would conceptualise women as any of these following categories. Then see if the same metaphor is used in your informant’s language or they employ a similar category to describe women.

	
	In English
	In your informant’s language

	A woman is FOOD
	
	

	A woman is A FRUIT
	
	

	A woman is AN OBJECT
	
	

	A woman is A MARKETABLE COMMODITY
	
	

	A woman is AN ANIMAL
	
	

	A woman is A PLANT
	
	

	A woman is A MYTHICAL CREATURE
	
	


Task 4: Now discuss these questions:

Do you think the conceptual metaphors based on these categories are universal?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Do you think conceptualising women in terms of these categories is a way of appraisal of their qualities?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Do these metaphors represent the attitudes of users towards women?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Are these metaphors beneficial for the concept of women?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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