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Project 1: Semantics

Task 1: Componential analysis: 

Think back to our seminar discussion of what semantic features differentiate the various verbs for killing in English. First, ask your informant to give you different terms for ‘kill’ in his/her language and put them in the first row of the table below. Then ask relevant questions, such as the ones below, to investigate the semantic features and the values (() these verbs carry in your informant’s language. 

Can smoking …? 

Can a dog …? 

Can you … a horse or a plant? 

Can you … time? 

Can you … lots of people/animals or only one? 

Is … pre-meditated? 

Is … malicious or merciful? 

Do people … for money? 

Do people … because they are employed to do so? 

Is … socially sanctioned/legal? etc. etc.

Can you add any other questions? If yes, complete the table below with the relevant semantic feature.

………………………………………………….

………………………………………………….

………………………………………………….

	
	
	
	
	
	

	subject [( animate]
	
	
	
	
	

	subject [( human]
	
	
	
	
	

	object [( human]
	
	
	
	
	

	object [( animate]
	
	
	
	
	

	object [( singular]
	
	
	
	
	

	[( intention]
	
	
	
	
	

	[( malice]
	
	
	
	
	

	[( personal gain]
	
	
	
	
	

	[( commissioned]
	
	
	
	
	

	[( authorised]
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Now that you have analysed the terms for different types of killing in your informant’s language, see whether they have English equivalents which mean exactly the same. Which terms are missing from the English vocabulary?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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