SUBJECT CENTRE FOR LANGUAGES, LINGUISTICS AND AREA STUDIES

SOUTHAMPTON ADVISORY GROUP

Minutes of the meeting held on 

21 May 2008
in Room 3057, Building 65a, Avenue Campus

Present: Clare Mar-Molinero (Chair) (CMM), Professor Mike Kelly (MHK), Adam Warren (AW), Vicky Wright (VW), Paula Davis (PD), Alison Dickens (AD), Mike Grenfell (MG), Dr Lisa Bernasek (LB) Dr Shoshannah Holdom (SH), Liz Hudswell (EJH), Jackie Rafferty (JR), Rebekah Mann (Minutes Secretary) (RCM).

	
	
	ACTION

	1.0
	Apologies for absence
	

	1.1

	Apologies for absence have been received from Professor Caroline Thomas, Professor Alistair Fitt, Dr Bill Brooks, Kate Richards, Dr John Canning, Angela Gallagher Brett, Professor Rosalynd Jowett.
	

	2.0
	Review of terms of reference and membership 
	

	2.1

	The terms of reference and membership of the group were discussed at the previous meeting and were subsequently revised (Terms of Reference paper presented at this meeting).

The membership has been divided into two sections, Ex Officio members and Ordinary members. 

The role of the chair was discussed and it was agreed that the chair should be a representative from Modern Languages and it would be appropriate for the position to be chosen from the Director of CLS, or Head of Education in Modern Languages or the Head of Modern Languages. 

The following decisions were made: 

· The DVC should continue to receive the papers and stay on the group. 

· As Associate Deans from other faculties have not been able to attend, it was agreed that they should not be included in the list of members. Dr Bill Brooks attends regularly and can feedback any relevant information to the other Associate Deans. 

· The Director for CLS should be an ex officio member of the group. 

· The South East Comenius Manager should be invited to attend. 

· Ordinary members – it is a good idea to rotate so that different people come to the meeting. Perhaps new representatives from SWAP, the School of Education and the Careers Advisory Service could be involved. SWAP will delegate a representative to attend each meeting.  

· The representative of the Centre for Applied Language Research (CALR) will be removed from the group. 

· The Faculty Learning and Teaching Coordinator should be invited to attend as an ordinary member. 

· One representative from Modern Languages of each of the LLAS areas should be invited to attend. CMM is to nominate the representatives before the next meeting.   

· Sentence amended to read ‘Ordinary members of the Southampton Advisory Group serve for a period of two years in the first instance. This may be extended by mutual agreement.
	PD

JR

PD

CMM/PD



	3.0
	Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 
	

	3.1
3.2

3.3

3.4


	Those present agreed that the minutes were a complete and accurate record of the last meeting.
Item 3.2 – RCM is to follow up the paper on assessment from Bill Brooks and distribute to the group. 

Item 4.1 – The item on accreditation for pedagogical workshop participants is pending. AD is to follow this up and report back at the next meeting. 

Item 4.6 – The Subject Centre is still waiting to receive the institutional report from the Higher Education Academy. The report will be represented to the VC but Subject Centres should receive the report from the Higher Education Academy before it is sent to the VC (confirmed by JR). 
	RCM

AD

	4.0
	Working with colleagues at Southampton 
	

	4.1
	E-Learning Symposium (report from AD)
The E-Learning Symposium event has run 3 times. The last event was held in January and was live streamed, which was very successful. The Subject Centre would like to run the event again but there is uncertainty as to whether there will be access to the level of IT support required to run the event.  
The theme of the next symposium is E-Assessment and it may be held in a different location, possibly Leeds.  JR confirmed that SWAP did a project a few years ago on E-Assessment (multiple choice questions (MCQ)). AW advised that Psychology and Nursing do a lot of E-Assessment. AD will liaise with Kate Borthwick and Adam Warren to take this further.  

AW suggested live streaming the event in Southampton and Leeds.  VW added that holding some workshops in Leeds and some in Southampton would enable wider audience participation and greater accessibility. One representative from LLAS could be based in Leeds for the event. 
	AD/AW/KB


	4.2
	LOC tool (report from AD) 

The LOC tool was piloted with colleagues from Modern Languages as well as externally and now it is in the process of being disseminated to the sector via workshops. The tool was presented during Learning and Teaching Week and is available to all members of staff who attend a workshop. Copyright for the tool belongs to Southampton University.
	

	4.3
	Focus Groups (report from AD on behalf of John Canning and Angela Gallagher Brett) 

The focus groups were for undergraduates and postgraduates with the findings passed to Kirsten. John Canning will be able to report in further detail. PD to ask JC and AGB for details of the findings. 
AD to include Modern Language students in the internationalisation project interviews.
	PD/JC/AGB

AD

	4.4
	Higher Education Research Group (report from AD on behalf of John Canning)
JC and AGB gave a presentation on Pedagogic Research Methods and will report at the next meeting. 

	JC/AGB

	4.5
	LanQua (report from MHK)
The LanQua project is well underway with over 60 partners represented. There is also QAA representation on the Steering Group. The aim of the project is to establish an EU benchmark for languages in 5 areas (Intercultural Communication, Language Teacher Education, Content Language Integrated Learning (CLIL), Literature and Culture, and Language Learning). The launch of the project was held in Riga, Latvia on 4 and 5 April 2008 and was a great success. The 5 subproject groups are meeting in various locations with representatives from the University of Southampton attending. 
	

	4.6
	Learning and Teaching Week (report from AD)

The LOC tool was presented at a workshop during Learning and Teaching week and was received favourably by all who attended.  A Humanities stand at Avenue Campus was set up but few people visited due to the Easter break.

AW reported that on the whole attendance was reasonable with 20 to 30 in attendance at the various sessions.
	

	4.7
	Meeting with LATEU (report from AD)
LATEU expressed an interest in the work of the LLAS Subject Centre. An accredited module has been created for staff teaching international students. Discussions were held about ways in which LLAS can contribute to supporting international students and liaise with LATEU.  A teacher’s pack has been produced and is being rolled out to institutions.
	

	4.8
	The Language Café (report from PD)
PD reported that there are 3 language cafes running in Southampton: French, Spanish and Italian. It was reported at the last meeting that there was also a French Cine café but this did not take off. Hampshire County Council has set up a Spanish Café in Gosport and has also expressed interest in setting up a French Café in Winchester. An English Café has recently been set up in Argentina. 
The Spanish Café in Southampton was nominated for the European Award for Languages, and was recently visited by the judges, Alwena Lamping and Kristina Hedges.
	

	5.0
	LLAS activity since the last meeting
	

	5.1
	Discover American Studies (report from AD on behalf of John Canning)

The Discover American Studies CD has been produced and was demonstrated at this meeting.  
	

	5.2
	Islamic Studies (report from LB)
The Subject Centres for Languages, Linguistics and Area studies, and Philosophical and Religious Studies have prepared a report for HEFCE on international approaches to Islamic Studies. The report examines the historical development and current state of Islamic Studies in eight countries. It is available from May 2008 at www.hefce.ac.uk/aboutus/sis/islamic
The Subject Centres will continue working with HEFCE to inform future activities relating to Islamic Studies. 
It was suggested that a lunchtime seminar/workshop should be arranged to inform other colleagues at the University about the project.  LB and JC to liaise with MHK and EJH. 
	JC/LB/MHK/EJH

	5.3
	Internationalisation (report from AD)
CMM suggested AD meet with the new marketing officer for Humanities.
	AD

	5.4
	Residence Abroad Network (report from SH)
SH reported that the Residence Abroad Network jisc mailing list had been set up but discussions had been slow to get started. SH invited anyone interested to join and pose some questions. There will be a Residence Abroad network meeting in October 2008. 

CMM recommended that SH meet with Tony Campbell and Maddy McNeill who look after Residence Abroad in Modern Languages.  CMM also suggested starting a forum for students.  
EJH also suggested a contact at Keele University. 
	SH

	5.5
	Five years on: the language landscape in 2007 (report from AD on behalf of John Canning)
The Five Years On report was presented at the meeting – it is available in both hard copy and online.  CMM will circulate the report around Modern Languages.
	CMM


	5.6
	Liaison Magazine (report from SH)
The new Liaison magazine will be going to the printers in 2 weeks time. The magazine is 48 pages and in full colour.  It will be distributed to all members of the LLAS mailing list and to attendees at the Transition and Connections conference. The magazine will also be available in PDF format online. 
AW recommended a free website whereby PDFs can be uploaded and presented in a more dynamic way for the reader, e.g. turning pages, zooming in.  AW and SH to liaise on moving this idea forward. 

The next issue of the magazine is set for January 2009. Any contributions are to be sent to SH. 
	AW/SH

	5.7
	CETL workshops (report from SH)

SH reported that the CETL network group will meet twice a year. LLAS has held an employability event with 7 CETLs presenting – a summary of the event is available on the LLAS website.  There will be a further CETLs event on 9 June with an E-Learning theme. 
	

	5.8
	Routes into Languages (report from MHK)

MHK reported that the 9 consortia are now up and running. The Routes launch event was held in February at City Hall in London and was a great success.  
Routes will have a strand at the LLAS/CILT conference in July including papers from the three research projects. 

The project is currently working on a Gold Award which consists of trying to encourage Year 10 students to find work placements where they can use languages.  A number of employers have been approached and Carnival has opened a work placement. 

An E-mentoring scheme has also been established where students e-mentor other students in schools. A report on the progress of this will be presented in the near future. 
	

	6.0
	Plans for future activity 
	

	6.1
	(report from AD)

A paper was submitted of the LLAS Planning Summary. 

Some of the events planned for the future had come about due to suggestions from previous workshops and discussions from advisory groups. 

The Subject Centre will be pursuing funding in certain areas to support some of the projects listed. A progress report will be presented at this meeting in future. 
	

	7.0
	Date of next meeting 

The next meeting will be held in November 2008.  RCM to find a date and room. 
	RCM

	8.0
	AOB
	

	8.1
	JR expressed concerns about committing to planning beyond 2008-9 with the current uncertainty about funding.
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