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SUBJECT CENTRE FOR LANGUAGES, LINGUISTICS AND AREA STUDIES

SOUTHAMPTON ADVISORY GROUP

Minutes of the meeting held on 

21 June 2005

in Room 1089, Building 65, Avenue Campus

Present: George Blue (Chair) (GMB), Liz Hudswell (EJH), Dr Bill Brooks (BB), Professor Mike Kelly (MHK), Professor Mike Grenfell (MG), Dr John Canning (JC), Alison Dickens (AD), Vicky Wright (VW), Jane Copeland (Minutes Secretary) (LJC).

	
	
	ACTION

	1.0
	Apologies for Absence
	

	1.1
	GB opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and noted that apologies for absence had been received from Professor Caroline Thomas, Adam Warren and Dr Clare Mar Molinero.
	

	
	
	

	2.0
	Minutes of the last meeting 
	

	2.1
	Amendment to paragraph commencing ‘Strategic funding..’ on page 3.  This should read: to the position of languages departments on the back of the closure of the Italian Dept. at Exeter University and the threatened closure of the Chemistry Dept.
	

	2.2
	Amendment to first paragraph on page 4. Kevin Hall should read: Kevin Hoare – 4th line from bottom of paragraph.
	

	
	The minutes were then accepted as an accurate record of the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	3.0
	Matters arising from the Minutes
	

	3.1
	1.1 External Examiners

VW stated that the Focus Group which had been convened was unable to meet due to lack of interest.  SC staff have since decided to raise this item in the respective Specialist Groups where they will discuss a proposal to provide training for External Examiners.  

BB also felt that this was an important issue since it concerns the equitable treatment of students across the country.  At the moment this treatment varies nationally to a high degree.  The community at large does not want registered examiners at present .  He felt that the SC should get involved in this issue.  VW felt, however, that each institution would train examiners in their own way.  MHK stated that it is not the SC’s responsibility to regulate external examiners and that it would not be possible to harmonise all the different systems across the country.  The SC Advisory Board has urged SCs not to become too heavily involved in this.  GMB asked if the group wanted to revisit this subject at a future meeting and all agreed.


	ALL

	3.2
	1.2 Student Ambassadors Scheme 

EJH reported that the DfES has produced an HE implementation plan for the National Languages Strategy and it is hoped that they will fund a series of outreach projects.  More information will be forthcoming at the next meeting with the DfES in September 2005.  

With regard to the ambassadors scheme Roger Woods has sent a bid to the Sutton Trust and the SC is preparing to do likewise with a bid looking at transition from school to university.
	

	3.3
	4.1 Cooperation between the Subject Centre and the Centre for Learning and Teaching in the University (CLT).

EJH recounted that she had attended a meeting between herself, VW and Jackie Rafferty, Director of SWAP Subject Centre, where they discussed how to encourage rising stars in Southampton to apply for National Teaching Fellowships.

AD and EJH had recently discussed how the SC could contribute.  They could talk to P-CAP students about how they in turn could approach their respective subject centres.

MHK suggested that the SC could evolve a starter pack or catalogue of resources similar in nature to the Good Practice Guide.

AD added that David Newton at CILT is identifying for the benefit of new staff, materials in the GPG which are relevant in this context.  She suggested that the SC could disseminate these materials further – perhaps through an event here, inviting other universities.  

BB asked about the possibility of the SC supporting mentors and those doing the P-CAP.  It was agreed that this item should be reconsidered in a future SC planning session.  

GMB proposed collaboration between the SC and the Education Dept and MG asked how this would work.  He added that the Education Dept. has its own Subject Centre but it is not subject-specific.
	SC staff



	3.4
	4.1 GMB reported that Southampton University had not been successful with their CETL bid.
	

	3.5
	4.2 European Credit Transfer Scheme.  

BB? will be talking about it at a conference on 01 July 05.  Despite resistance this scheme will be implemented so it is advisable to be well-briefed in the matter.  VW suggested that the SC should run an event in Southampton to disseminate ideas ‘post Bergen’ and BB confirmed that this would be desirable during the coming academic year.  
	BB/ SC Team

	
	
	

	4.0
	Report on activity since the last meeting
	

	
	Referring to the Subject Centre report EJH spoke about the Events programme 2004/05 for January – May 2005.
	

	4.1
	Learning and Teaching Co-ordinators Focus Group

A small meeting was held in April 2005 and an event is planned for November of this year.  AD is leading the organisation of this event and it will focus on Personal Development Portfolios (PDPs) and the Year Abroad.
	AD/SC team

	4.2
	AGB and JC have run workshops on pedagogical research this year.  Feedback on the workshops has been good so far.  JC confirmed that levels of previous experience among attendees was varied.  MHK felt this is clearly a difficult area and should be discussed at the next SC Advisory Board meeting.

He explained that the HE Academy recently issued a call for bids for Pedagogical Research projects and when the results were published 8 out of the 10 projects to be funded were lodged in Education departments.  This raises a big question about subject-based pedagogical research.  BB asked to what extent SC Directors become involved in calls for bids and MHK replied that they are not always involved but they are represented on the HE Academy Council and on the Academy Board and therefore can play a part in policy discussion through these channels.
	

	
	EJH reported next on Subject Centre projects
	

	4.3
	Employability

JC has been leading on this project and has been working with Becky Allan.  They are collecting information on the nature of employment that graduates are engaged in approx. 5 – 10 years after leaving university.  They have adopted a qualitative approach looking at occupations the graduates have taken up, decisions they have made, how they perceive the impact of their studies, etc.  BB stated that Southampton University will be engaging in work on Employability during the coming year.

VW asked if this was an area where the SC could collaborate with the University – in career planning.  GMB asked if this group should speak with Kate Richards of Careers (a member of this group) about this possibility and this was agreed.
	SC team

	4.4
	Research into attitudes to reading among undergraduates:

EJH stated that AGB is leading this project.  A questionnaire had been sent out to a variety of institutions and respondents have asked to remain anonymous.  Views are solicited on students’ attitudes to reading in their own language, a foreign language and their attitude to literary studies.

AD reported that the English SC had looked into issues of transition between A Level and University.  The LLAS SC will report on this research in the autumn 2005.  GMB proposed a follow-up study on this which could be a suitable project for an MA student.  AD/EJH thought this could be interesting and will bear it in mind.


	AD/

EJH

	4.5
	EJH reported that she and VW are working with the CETLs at SOAS and in N. Ireland to see how the SC can disseminate the work of the CETLs more widely.
	

	4.6
	Education for Sustainable Development

EJH explained that this is concerned with training students to be more aware of issues of sustainability.  AD added that the approach is geographically orientated and is not concerned with people so much.  Funding has been obtained from HEFCE and there are now materials on the SC website relating to this subject.  
	

	
	
	

	5.
	Plans for 2005/06
	

	5.1
	AD reported on SC plans for the forthcoming academic year with reference to the SC 05/06 Planner.  She highlighted those items which would be of most interest to the group.
	

	5.2
	Postgraduate Information day – October 2005

This will take place at CILT, London.  The SC has organised 2 of these events in the past
	AD



	5.3
	Routes into Reading – October 2005

This workshop will be held at the Institute of Romance Studies in London.   .
	AGB

	5.4
	E-Learning symposium – December 2005

AD explained that the SC is currently considering what to use for this event both in the area of Languages, Linguistics and Area Studies and in the generic area.

They are thinking of holding a 2-day event with support from subject associations such as AULC

BB offered the use of some of ML’s? report on how e-learning is used/ abused around the LLAS Faculty.
	

	5.5
	Employability event – February 2006

JC and RA will be organising this event.  

It is planned to hold 2 events on cross-sector collaboration – one in the north of England/UK and one in the south.
	

	5.6
	Discussion then followed about holding an event based on the subject of Bologna/Post Bergen as suggested by BB.  MHK suggested that it may be advantageous to run it while the UK still holds the Presidency of the EU – this would mean it would be held in November/December.  It was acknowledged that it would require much detailed planning.
	SC team

	5.7
	BB enquired about the SC’s partnership with CILT.

EJH replied that much of CILT’s funding comes from Primary Early Learning initiatives but in HE they work with the SC and often speak at SC events.  Their name change to ‘The National Centre for Languages’ signifies that they are in a transitional phase.  MHK stated that CILT had not lost all of their contacts with the British Council.
	

	
	
	

	6.0
	Any other business and date of next meeting
	

	
	There was no other business.

When considering a date for the next meeting LJC suggested that perhaps it could be held on 29 November 2005.  However, no decision can be reached until teaching timetables have been issued for next semester.

LJC to contact GMB in due course and it is hoped to set a date by the beginning of the next semester.
	LJC/

GMB


PAGE  
1

