[image: image1.png]University
of Southampton





Study Guide to On-line Resources for Language Learning: Questionnaire

There are increasing numbers of computer-based resources which language learners can make use of. 

These include:

· reference and practice materials such as electronic dictionaries, pronunciation packages, grammar reference and exercises; 

· utilities such as target-language word-processors and email; 

· resources such as newspapers on CD ROM, Internet, satellite TV and teletext;

· dedicated courseware including both multimedia (video, audio, print, graphics) and text-based CALL(Computer Assisted Language Learning) packages.
Work through the computer-based materials of the Language Resources Centre or the specialist French/German/Spanish Resources Rooms (or those at SOC and Engineering) and decide which could be of use to you. Computing Services Workstations also provide access to a number of useful materials..

The following questions will guide your search.

1. Reference Materials

Do you know...

· if there is an electronic dictionary for the language/s you are studying? What features does it offer? List them.

· if there are any grammar reference and exercise programs for the language/s you are studying? What are they? Do any of the other programs/resources (e.g. dictionaries, courses, wordprocessors, Internet) also offer help in this area?

· what other reference programs might be of use to you? List them.

2. Utilities

Do you know...

· where you can access campus email in the Language Resources Centre? (How might email be useful for language learning?)

· what foreign language word processors are available (at a number of public workstation clusters, but not in the Language Resources Centre)? What features do they have which might be useful for language learners (e.g. grammar and spellcheckers, style guides, thesauri). List them.

· what computer-based training materials are available in the public workstation clusters to help you develop your computer skills? how might they be useful to you?

3. Resources

Do you know...

· whether there are any newspapers on CD Rom for the language/s you are studying? If not, are there any available over Internet? What features do Internet editions have? Are archives available?

· which foreign language satellite stations are of interest to you? Do they all have teletext pages? How might you use teletext? How might teletext pages differ from information pages appearing on Internet?

· which program will access the World Wide Web, the multimedia arm of the Internet?

· where to find useful materials on Internet? Follow several links on the SML Resources Pages and make a note of the most useful addresses. Is Internet only useful for gathering information or can it be used more specifically for language learning? If so, how?

4. Dedicated Courseware
Do you know...

· whether there are any multimedia packages available for the language/s you are studying? What language level are they aimed at? What is their main focus (listening, speaking, vocabulary etc.)? Do they have additional features or related materials? Explore one or two and decide whether they might be useful to you.

· which text-based CALL packages might be useful to you? Explore several and note down the ones you want to come back to.

You have probably found a number of useful resources, now check your confidence in your computer skills by answering the questions below.

If you have any problems using any of the computer-based materials, please do not hesitate to ask one of the resources team for help.

Can you...

· size WINDOWS on a screen?

· move between open packages (alt+Tab)?

· cut and paste selected text from one document to another?

· use a wordprocessor?

· use email?

· print out a document?

· do a keyword search in Netscape?
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