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STUDYING A LANGUAGE ON YOUR OWN IN THE 

LANGUAGE CENTRE:  A GUIDE TO RESOURCES
The Language Centre provides a variety of self-access resources for those who want to study a language on their own or perhaps consult a reference source.  There are a number of language courses available, a wide range of "authentic" materials, satellite television, computer assisted 


language learning (CALL) programs and a good selection of grammar, dictionary and other reference sources.  There is also a selection of study and other guides to help you improve your language learning strategies and to help you access the resources.

The following outlines briefly what is available; further guides give more details of individual areas of interest.

LANGUAGE COURSES 


You can learn a language from scratch - from Arabic to Japanese or from Swedish to Welsh - using a language course.  Consult the relevant Language Centre guide for lists of courses available.


If you want to update a language you have previously learnt, such as German or French or start a popular language such as Spanish, further Language Centre guides suggest how you might do this.


There is a separate guide to English (EFL) resources.

NB
For ease of access most language courses indicate language level of content, from beginners to advanced (levels 1 - 7) with a system of coloured dots - see wall charts for explanation.


AUTHENTIC MATERIALS

We have a comprehensive range of topic-based printed materials, often with accompanying exercises and key, and audio and/or videocassettes.


We also regularly receive English, French, German, Italian and Spanish newspapers and other publications in the Language Resources Centre.  See relevant language guides for further details.


If you want to focus on the language of a particular specialist area such as engineering, law, biology or business, various courses, technical handbooks or even whole "topic boxes" are available.


For specialist or general interest there is a range of European Community publications in the various languages of the Community in the European Studies section.



SATELLITE TELEVISION
Up to twelve satellite channels are available at any one time in the Language Centre (Room 2159 and the Self-Access Lab), covering a selection of English, French, German, Italian, Portuguese and Spanish channels.  Look at the TV/Video study guides for suggestions on how best to use television as a language learning resource.



COMPUTER ASSISTED LANGUAGE LEARNING (CALL) PROGRAMS
A wide range of programs are available for English, French, German, Italian and Spanish.  These can help you improve listening, speaking, reading and writing skills and can also provide an interesting way of doing more grammar-based exercises.  See the CALL catalogue for further details of all programs.



REFERENCE MATERIALS
Grammar books (including laminated materials) and dictionaries can be found in the individual language areas.  There are also several dictionary and grammar computer packages.  

Several databases are available on computer along with various newspapers that are available on CD ROM via the Language Centre computer network.



STUDY AND ACCESS GUIDES
The Language Resources Centre has produced a series of Study Guides suggesting strategies to make your language learning more effective.  These cover such areas as pronunciation, learning from TV, vocabulary development, dictionary use and reading and writing skills.  You might like to start with 10 STEPS TOWARDS MAKING YOUR LANGUAGE LEARNING MORE EFFECTIVE.




This guide is only intended as an indication of what is available for the self-access language learner in the Language Centre.  New materials are continually being developed, and a tour around the Resources Areas will give a better overview of what is possible.  To help you do this you might like to answer one of the familiarisation questionnaires available in French, German, Spanish or English.  If you need help or advice, please do not hesitate to ask.
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