Summary

George Zhang examined some of the background issues that have an impact on progression in ab initio Chinese. 

· Ab initio students usually make up more than 60% of the total cohort in Chinese programmes in higher education in the UK. 

· As Chinese is now being taught more frequently in schools, this has begun to have an impact on HE programmes and has resulted in more mixed level classes in the first semester in universities. 

· There is a considerable amount of interest in Chinese courses for ab initio students in year 1 but subsequently this sometimes drops off. 

· Chinese in UK higher education is mainly taught by native speakers and they tend to bring very different experiences to their teaching. Teacher education is particularly important. 

· English speakers can generally learn Chinese more quickly than Chinese speakers can learn English. This is not necessarily widely understood by English speakers.

