Teaching languages ab initio (seminar)
Scenarios
1 The University of Godalming teaches Arabic as part of its Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies programme. Many of the first year students have no knowledge of Arabic, but others, mainly from Muslim backgrounds (but not native speakers of Arabic) have learnt Arabic at home and at their mosques for the purposes of reading the Qu’ran. To what extent can this prior knowledge of Arabic be to put to best use? Ideally, should these two groups be taught separately?
2
Ab initio students of Spanish at the University of Penzance have an intensive Spanish language course in the first year. In the second year they join the same classes as those who have taken A-level. The ab initio students are found to be less confident than their A-level peers even in year 4, after the compulsory year abroad. However, their attainment as measured in exam results does not reflect this lack of confidence. Discuss.
3
Elgin City University offers a beginners’ course in Uzbek for students studying for its degree in Russian and Eastern European Studies. A total of four modules are offered which are taken entirely in the first and second years. Some students visit Uzbekistan during their year abroad in Russia, but there is no further provision after year 2. Some students have questioned the value of taking Uzbek as they are conscious that they will be unable to attain the levels that they can in Russian and have less opportunity to use it.
4
The University of Hay-on-Wye is a small research intensive institution. Its Japanese department did poorly in the 2008 RAE in comparison with other departments at the university. Unlike their colleagues in the European languages department, all teaching staff have to teach language classes. They argue that students of Japanese need more contact time as they are taught ab initio and due to the nature of the script. The dean is now questioning whether the university can really afford to teach Japanese in the light of the high contact hours and low levels of research output. 

5
The University of Great Yarmouth offers two modules of Catalan which are only available to students of Spanish. The new Head of Modern Languages has targeted this provision to be ended as the standard which can be obtained is quite low and there is no progression beyond the second module. Is there a case for maintaining this small provision in Catalan?

6
The Department of French at the University of Doncaster wishes to teach more literature and culture classes relating to francophone cultures outside metropolitan France. One colleague proposes that some modules in Haitian Creole could be part of this provision as the students will have severe difficulty with some of the proposed texts without extra language support. Colleagues are divided on whether French creoles need to be approached as ab initio language provision or whether they can be embedded into the literature classes. 
