TEXT ONE:

The bed is familiar, or rather, the wall opposite it is. Paddy Stanton looks down at us wo his seventies clothes. Iggy Pop sits smashing a pile of records. Ma auld bedroom, in the parental home. Ma heid struggles tae piece thegither how ah've goat here. Ah can remember Johnny Swan's place, then feeling like ah wis gaunnae die. Then it comes back; Swanney and Alison takin us doon the stairs, gittin us intae a taxi n bombin up tae the Infirmary.

TASK: differentiation activity- “optional questions”.
The above text is an extract from the book “Trainspotting” (1996) by Irvin Welsh. Try and answer the first three questions. The other questions are optional.

1) Where is the narrator?

2)  Write down all the (people’s) names you find in the extract. 

3) Where did he go in a taxi the night before?

4) Where else did he go the night before?

5) Who are his friends in the extract? 

6) What does the narrator see on his wall?

7) What do you think happened the night before?
TASK: Peer learning and self-assessment. “Humane Dictation.”
The above text will be taken from you in 5 minutes – and then dictated to you! Underline the areas that you think you might have problems with. Use a dictionary if you wish. Talk to your partner and other group members about problem areas and ask for clarification.  

After the dictation compare the problem areas you underlined and what you actually wrote. How did you do? 

(this activity was taken from a teachers’ workshop given by Nick Bilbrough  on exploiting short texts at SOAS 2008). 

