From traditional to e-assessment in Area Studies: motivating students, raising standards and enhancing employability

Antonio Martínez-Arboleda, sllama@leeds.ac.uk
Senior Teaching Fellow and Departmental Spanish Language Co-ordinator

School of Modern Languages and Cultures. University of Leeds 
In this session, the use of online assessment methods in Spanish content modules will be discussed, focusing in particular on how assessed e-debates, role-plays and tasks can enhance students' learning experience. By exploring specific examples of e-assessment, this presentation will reflect upon the merits of traditional assessment patterns within Area Studies modules - essays and exams - and offer a fresh alternative to some learning and teaching conventions in Higher Education. Issues such as the limitations of the essay as an effective way to exercise key intellectual and communicative skills, the need to enhance student employability, and recruiting onto modern languages degrees will be discussed in this presentation.

1. e-Assessment can be successfully introduced in Spanish / French / German / Chinese …
Arts

Literature

Cinema

Politics

Society

History

2. Types of online assessment tasks and methods to be considered:

· Online seminars

· Role-plays

· Collaborative Assignments

3. Online seminars in a Spanish Politics Module 

· Why I have chosen this task today.

· How the tasks work.

· Its advantages over traditional seminars

· Its instrumental role

4. Online collaborative assignment in Portuguese Literature Module

· How the task works

· The role of the tutor

· A new approach to essays as authentic and meaningful tasks

5. Motivating students

6. Raising academic standards

7. Enhancing employability
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