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	N=47
	Average age
	
	Time spent in UK
	Have you ever lived in another country?

	China  9  
	24
	4 male, 5 female
	3 less than a year, 

4 - 2 years, I – 3 years
	No

	France 3
	21
	2 male, 1 female
	Had been in UK for 4 or 6mths, 2 years


	one lived USA for 3 months

	Martinique 1
	21
	1 female
	4 months
	

	Réunion 1
	21
	1 female
	4 months
	visited Spain & Australia

	Hong Kong 28
	22


	12 female
	UK 6-7 months, one studied in UK before
	one in Japan 1 month

	Taiwan 2
	20-21


	2 female
	
	one had spent 2 years in total in USA

	Japan 1
	25
	1 male
	4 and a half years
	

	Malaysia 1
	21


	1 female
	8 months
	spent one month in Australia

	Figure1:  Profile for Cohort 1 Semester Two students


East Asian Learners’ response to intercultural themes as part of the year abroad in the UK

	N=21
	Average age
	
	Time spent  in UK
	Have you ever lived in another country?

	7 from China 
	23

(I age 29)
	4 male, 3 female 
	1 five years in UK, one 4 years
	No

	13 from HK
	22

(1 age 28)
	 2 male

11 female
	3-4 months
	1 ten years in Mauritius, 

1 four years in Japan

	TAIWAN
	22
	female
	2 years
	No

	Figure 2:  Profile for Cohort 2 Semester One students


	
	Cohort 1 (n=47)
	%
	Cohort 2 (n=21)


	%

	E.T. Hall 
	20
	3/9 China

15/28 HK
	2
	

	Geert Hofstede 
	28
	8/9 China

17/28 HK
	10
	3/7 China

5/13 HK

	Fons Trompenaars  
	24
	5/9 China

16/28 HK
	5
	2/7 China

3/13HK

	Others 
	0
	
	0
	

	Figure 3: Responses to the questions Have you ever read or heard of any of the core theories or writers?


	
	Cohort 1 Hong Kong
	Cohort 1 China
	Cohort 2 Hong Kong
	Cohort 2 China

	Individualism
	3.1
	2.4
	2.5
	3.6

	High Power Distance
	2.8
	1.9
	1.6
	2.6

	Masculinity
	2.5
	2.1
	2.2
	3.2

	Uncertainty avoidance
	3.3
	2.7
	2.5
	2.8

	High context
	2.6
	2.4
	 2.4
	3

	Achievement
	3.5
	3.9
	3.2
	4

	Figure 4: Responses to the question  How would you describe the culture in your own country?



 The scores were based on a  scale 1-5, where 

1 = highly collective, 5 = highly individualistic

1 = high power distance, 5 = low power distance

1 = highly masculine, 5 = highly feminine

1 = high context, 5 = low context

1 = ascription-oriented, 5 = achievement-oriented

	Cohort 1

no of selections (more than one choice, 47 students)

	I see my home country in a different way
	33



	I prefer the culture in my home country
	18



	I have a different attitude to study now
	26



	I prefer the culture of learning in my home country
	8



	Figure 5: Responses to the question Do you think the experience of studying abroad has changed your view of your own country? (Cohort 1 only)


	Cohort 2

No of selections (more than one choice, 21 students)


	Learning culture
	16

	Public behaviour
	17

	Attitudes to males/females
	9

	Family life
	16

	Shopping behaviour
	11

	Figure 6: Responses to the question Have you noticed differences in any of the following areas ? (Cohort 2 only)


	
	Cohort 1
	%
	Cohort 2
	%

	I miss everything about my home country
	9
	19%
	6
	29%

	I miss some things, e.g. friends and family
	16


	34%
	8
	38%

	I enjoy equally being in Britain or my home country
	12


	25.5%
	6
	29%

	There are many things which I like about being in Britain
	9


	19%
	1
	4%

	I prefer being in Britain
	0


	0%
	0
	0%

	Blank
	1


	2%
	0
	0%

	NUMBER OF RESPONSES
	47
	
	21
	

	Figure 7: Responses to the question How do you think about your home country now? (one choice of answer only)


	
	Cohort 1
	Cohort 2

	Family
	10
	3

	Friends
	10
	3

	Food
	14
	4

	Entertainment, shopping, lifestyle, restaurants
	11
	4

	Familiar culture
	
	2

	Figure 8: Responses to the question What do you miss about your own country – give examples.


	
	Cohort 1

no of responses
	% OF STUDENTS
	Cohort 2

no of responses
	% OF STUDENTS

	It has helped me in my daily life in practical terms
	20
	42%
	11
	52%

	It has helped me to study in the British learning culture
	17
	36%
	6
	29%

	It has helped me to understand British people better
	23
	49%
	11
	52%

	I find it difficult to apply the theory to my daily life
	3
	6%
	0
	0%

	I find it difficult to apply the theory to my method of study
	6
	13%
	1
	5%

	It has not helped me to understand the British way of life or study
	1
	2%
	1
	5%

	NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS/RESPONSES
	47/70
	
	21/30
	

	Figure 9: Responses to the question Do you think that learning about cultural differences in the course IPC 1 will help you to understand the new culture more easily? (Tick ONE or TWO statements which apply best to you.)



	Cohort 1



	Sources of stress
	How dealt with sources of stress

	areas around study, assignment deadlines
	13
	improve language, organise, talk with friends

	expenses
	10
	spend wisely

	racism and unfriendliness
	9
	ignore

	cultural differences
	5
	adapt, be deferential, study this course

	time attitudes, shop opening hours
	5
	finish work on time

	language
	5
	Improve language

	Cohort 2



	Sources of stress
	 No of mentions
	How dealt with sources of stress

	areas around study, assignment deadlines, learning style
	11
	prepare well, do it earlier, change learning style, communicate with friends

	cultural differences
	4
	adapt

	language
	2
	improve language

	expenses
	
	Find a part-time job,

	racism and unfriendliness
	1
	ignore

	entertainment
	1
	Think about the bright side!

	Figure 10: Responses to the questions What factors in life and study here in Britain are a cause of stress to you? and How did you deal with these sources of stress?


