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Much hes been made of the educational porendal of the Intemer, but, s least i
termos of French studies, littde has been realised. At the Universiny of Sunderland

we hove successfully integrated Intemnet-based study marzrials inno the reaching

and leoming strotegizs: of our French smudics moduoles, Like many French
departments we have produced our own Web poge (hopfowosundesland ac ol
~usllema'comm.html} with information sbout the teaching team, modules
available ond lmks to other relevant web sites. More recently we went @ s(ep
further by making study materials in the form of lecture notes, assignment titlés
and bibliographies on Roland Barthes, Claude Duneson, Annie Ermnwy, god
Christiane Rochefort avuilable on the Intemet. This proved 3 success with
students whe found both the material and their inmeducdon o the Intemet and
the skalls needed to navigete it wseful, However, we felt that the marerials we had
developed didn’t involve enough interaction and we soovely began o consider
more sumulating wuys of presenting Intermet-based coursewnre. This led 1o o
reaching and learning predest we called Lot Choenine J fawedr for o alnercenth-
cenmery French Hierature module currently available to studens at Level 2.
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Ler Chemre di ratorr eonssts of over ope hundeed short exs o ‘rextemes’
armeiged in separate Web pages, These texremes cover different aspects of
Balrac's Le Pére €omoeg, Flaubert's Afadame Bovary and Baudelaire®s Lor Flours du
il Some of the textemes consist of extracts from key criticsl works [eg. “Lulkics
of the Balzacian Hero' whach features an extract from Snadies g Europedn Healtm)
whereas others have been adapted fom our own lesture notes and cover different
aspects of the set texts (z.g. ‘Boudelnire: The Poet 03 Rag-picker’). The level of
commentary 18 generally reduced to 8 minimum a3 the aim of each testeme i 1o
designote pathways for the leamer to explore on their own. Leamers ore
encouriged 1o develop the skeletn] msights thot have been offerdd, following up
the biblingraphica] references winch are incloded ot the end of every texteme,

These textemes ore pot accessible through o eonvendonal index or m:nu.Th-Fh!
is 0 gap at the hedrt of Lee Cheming du savorr whlch must be filled by wies ryping
in their own kevwords or else choosing one from our own lst. An easy-to-use
seqrch engine was specificatly designed to allow leamers to carve pathways
throwih the materizl available, When the user clicks on the Cheriag du razorr Web
page they firsl encounter a simple form which enables them to enrer & keyvword for
which they wish to search. The search engine scant all the textemes, finds
mutches, and then presents the resuls of the search in the form of 3 list of chickable
HyperLinks, These Hyperlinks reference the documents in which the keyword
was found and include, in pacenthesis, the number of occurrences of the keyword
in each rexteme. Hiving cead o texteme, users con return 1o the Hsz of HyperLinks
and select another textema to read or elee retum to the orginal eearch form in
oeder 1o perform another seacch,

A Jey aim of the design af bath search engine and fexiemes was [0 COCOUrAEE
learpers to 5ee the Jenming process a3 eboutr making connections. Each texteme
has been written to stand on its own ond o maks senes without reference  any
other. When learners input a keyword, the search engine brings together 8 number
af these sutonomous textemes but it B left up to the leamer o discover the
complex relationzhips between them, To mke one example. @ texteme feanuming
s exrrnct from the Morffirn of the Commzmin Perry and another on “Baudelaire,
Poetry ond Sociol Experence” both occur in the search enging's results for the
kevword ‘modernity’, Leamers must think through and maks explicit the
connectiany thar otherwize remaim wnstated.

Leamers sre epcouraped to see the study materinls aveilable a5 @ necesszary
continuation of and preparation for lectures and semisnrs. During lecrures leamers
are seked to take down not more than one or two Ay sldes of notes, These notes
conld consist of nothing more than a list of the main {aswes and questions raized or
of impartant keywords, The function of the lectures is to provide o more general
survey of the termtory plotied our in greater detail by the texiemes. Learners can
explore the materials avoilable by using the search engine 1o sexrch the keywords
they hove glesned from the lectures, Once leamers have found relevant texmemes
they mav exploit them in & number of ways. Firstly, they may simply read the
rextemes and fot down the pecasional note. This is a bizliks o conventonal lecture
but with leamners teking dwn written notes from an electronic sowrce. Alteenac-
fvely, learncrs may print the texteme they ace reading for inclusion i their file.
Finally, and more ambitiously, lesmen may copy and peste the texteme;, o @
gection of i, onto their own disk or into & uniy server account. This final option
leads 1o learners producing their own califer tdlématigiie onte which they store

mzrerials quarried froan the vasious extemes, The infirmatton leamers downlond
becomes an ongoing pestonal learning resource which they can supplement ac any
time and which can form the basia of thelr written assignmenrs.

A HyperLink o the module guide s available on the zame Web page as the
search form and learners can copy and pasme wrinten assignment tdes from iz onma
their cafier rElémariyue, Learness can think theoough o questdon and bratnstern
ideas with help from the search englne, They can confirm if they are on the fght
mack by yping certain keywords {noo the search engine and checking 1o see i they
have found o rich geam o nar, Onee they have copsrrocred pa argument they can
rerurn oo the search engine ro belp organize evidence o support i

We think thar ansforming teaching’ marerials end practices ino more
interactive and innoveove leaming envisonmenns offers one way of supporting
studenis and encouraging autonomy whilst remining the nellectual integrity of
wzdidonal French smudies courses. We would be interested in hesring oomments
from any colleagues interested in our materials and methods and we can be
e-mailed on ' charlie.mansfield@ed.ac.uk Yy ik =T L



