Supporting international students in new cultures of learning
Activity 1: Cultures of Learning (print this out and add it to your Portfolio)
To what extent can the following five points be related to your own life? The points were: 

To some extent at least;

1. the language(s) we first learn cause us to categorise items in the world, and concepts such as time, in certain ways

2. our encultured experiences, for example previous experiences in educational situations, cause us to assume certain approaches and behaviours.

However;

3. individuals within a culture do differ 

4. individuals can and do change 

5. individuals can and do learn the approaches and behaviours of new cultures.

Is it possible, for example, for you to illustrate each point with personal examples: your knowledge of different languages; your own experience of educational situations and changing of such situations; examples where you feel that you have both adopted and refused to adopt expected patterns of behaving when moving between cultures? Alternatively do you feel that these explanations of links between language, culture, and individuality are mistaken and you have another model to summarise your views? 

Write a reflective account, using either the points arising from the reading, or using your own explanation, to illustrate how you see such linkages in your own life.   
